MQL Jubilee Buzzer Quiz - 2019 Tournament

On Saturday 12th October, 20 teams from around the country descended on the Bradbury Fields Centre in Liverpool for the second annual MQL Jubilee Buzzer Quiz Tournament. 

At the end of the morning session only two teams were unbeaten, the team from Teesside and the Bolton team which featured none other than TV Chaser, Anne Hegerty!  They were joined in the Cup competition by the other 8 best sides, whilst the remaining 10 teams went into the Plate.

In the afternoon session Bolton were again unbeaten as they topped group 2 and were joined in the semi-finals by the Wirral A team who bounced back from a defeat in their first game of the day to win 6 consecutive matches and reach the semi-finals. Cup group 1 was a very close affair with the sides from Lancaster and Ormskirk (featuring Egghead Pat Gibson) just edging out Teesside by virtue of bonus points.

In the first semi-final Lancaster put on a stunning display to beat Wirral 680-120. The second semi-final was a closer affair; however Bolton unfortunately suffered their first defeat of the day and it was Ormskirk who went on to take their place in the Final.

Ormskirk had been a narrow winner when they had met Lancaster in a Cup pool game earlier in the afternoon.  The Final was equally close, but thanks to 7 correct buzzes by captain, Alan Gibbs, the Ormskirk team triumphed  470 to 435.  This meant that the Cup would remain on Merseyside following Liverpool’s win in 2018. The Lancaster team of David Hesp (c), Eric Wildsmith, Richard Hitchings and Jack Bennett were runners up for the second consecutive year.  In addition to winning the Jubilee Trophy, the Ormskirk team of Alan Gibbs (c), Pat Gibson, Madeline Evans and Alan Thompson nominated the Willowbrook Hospice to receive a small donation of £75 towards their valuable work.
The Plate was also a close, exciting affair.  Liverpool A and Derbyshire, both very unfortunate not to have qualified for the Cup, put on great displays in the Plate but eventually came unstuck in their final matches. Liverpool A lost to Rochdale while Liverpool B defeated Derbyshire meaning that the Plate Final would be between Liverpool B and Rochdale (including Egghead, Dave Rainford).  The Plate final was not as close as the Cup and Liverpool B stormed to victory by 535 to 195.  The Liverpool team elected to nominate the Bradbury Fields Centre itself as the recipient of a cheque for £35.
There were 20 teams in attendance and 85 players.  Collectively our 8 Question People read over 1600 questions!  Pat Gibson was the star performer, but his Egghead colleague, Barry Simmons, was a close second with Dave Hesp of Lancaster rounding out the top 3.  Huge thanks go to Dave Tilley and his team of question setters, to Brian Thompson for all his admin work and liaising with the venue, to Mark Kerr for successfully running the day and for all the team at Bradbury Fields for support and assistance!

We hope to return in 2020 for the third annual MQL Buzzer Tournament which will be even better than this year's triumph!

